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This history of the Church and Rectory has been compiled from various sources including the Internet. 

Not all sources are 100% reliable and subsequently this account may also perpetuate some of those errors. 

The information contained in this document is therefore for general information purposes only. Whilst I 

have tried to ensure that the information given is correct, I cannot guaranty the accuracy or reliability of 

the sources used or the information contained in this document. 

 

Page 2.  Section 1 - The history of St Andrews and the Rectory 

 

Page 6.  Section 2 - Table of Rectors & Curates of Landford 

 

Page 8.  Section 3 - Associated Personalities 

 

Page 8  William Butterfield, Architect (1814-1900) 

Page 9  Rev John Thorpe, MA (1674-1729) – Rector from 1698 to 1706 

Rev John Knewstub (1687-1754) - Rector from 1724 to 1754.   

  Rev Robert Eyre (1718-1762) – Rector from 1755-1762 

Page 10 Rev Henry Eyre (1755-1798) – Rector from 1778-1798 

Page 11 Charles William Wapshare (1750-1784) 

  Charles Wapshare ( 1775-1858) – Curate from 1801 to 1806 

Page 12 William Sandford Wapshare (1783-1821) – Curate from 1807 to 1814 

Page 13 Rev Henry Girdlestone (1785-1871) – Rector from 1833-1871 

  Rev Francis Gurney Girdlestone (1833-1884) – Rector from 1871-1884 

 

Page 15 Acknowledgements



A History of Landford in Wiltshire 
 

Part 8 – Church of St Andrew & the Rectory 
 

 
John Martin (Jan 2019)                                                                                                                                  Page 2 of 15 

 

Section 1 - The history of St Andrew’s and the Rectory 
 

The Church of St. Andrew (now a Grade II* listed building) is located at the top of the hill in Stock Lane, 

Landford and occupies a site adjacent to Landford Manor. 

 

Built of English bond brick with bands of vitrified 

bricks, limestone dressings and a clay tiled roof. The 

floor plan consists of a nave, south aisle, south 

transept, chancel, north organ chamber and north 

porch. The gabled porch has a timber-framed gable 

with wavy bargeboards and small lancets to sides.  

 

The north side of the nave has two 2-light geometric 

tracery windows with polychrome stone arches, and 

moulded string course at sill level. The gabled organ 

chamber to the left has diagonal buttresses and two 

cusped lancets and chamfered shouldered doorcase to 

the north. The lean-to to left has cusped lancets. The 

east end has 3-light geometric tracery window with hoodmould and cross above in polychrome 

brickwork, with angle buttresses. The south side of the chancel has a 3-light plate tracery window. 

 

The south transept has a 2- light geometric window with hoodmould 

and tiny lights above, and to the left is a lean-to with chamfered 

shouldered doorcase with strap hinges. The south aisle has no south 

windows, but has a catslide roof of two pitches and the west end of 

the aisle has a cusped lancet. The west end has two geometric 

windows and large central buttress carried up to an octagonal 

bellcote with lancets and quatrefoils and oak-shingled conical roof. 

 

As for the interior, the porch has a scissor-rafter roof, doorway with 

shafts and simple volute capitals and a nailhead ornament to abaci, a round arch with roll, and double 19
th

 

century doors with decorative hinges. The nave has a polychrome tiled floor and a 12
th

 century sculpture 

with two figures above the door on the north wall. It has a 4½ bay roof with arch-braced collar, clasped 

purlins and arched windbracing. The south aisle has two chamfered pointed arches on cylindrical 13
th

 

century-style piers. The south transept has a plastered wagon roof and fine collection of 18
th

 century 

memorial tablets, mostly to the Eyre family of Landford Manor including a baroque marble on the west 

wall with scrolled pediment to Elizabeth Eyre who died 1758 and a large marble on the east wall with 

carved drapery and skull to Robert Eyre who died 1793. The double- chamfered pointed chancel arch 

stands on half-conical corbels. The chancel has a 2-bay arched-braced 

collar roof and polychrome tile frieze to the walls, and the south wall 

has sedilia and piscina.  

 

All fittings are by William Butterfield, other than the glass. The church 

has a simple limestone octagonal font, a wooden pulpit, pews and choir 

stalls, with a marble reredos of 1879. All the windows have good 

stained glass. The east window of 1861 made by Lavers and Barraud is 

dedicated to the memory of Mary Webb and was removed and 
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refurbished in late 2009. The west windows also by the same makers and installed in 1858 and 1870, to 

designs of N. H. J. Westlake with tracery by J. M. Allen.  

 

There may have been a Saxon church here and there was definitely an 11th century church. What remains 

of the Norman church is the arch of a doorway and some other carved stonework that has been reset. The 

carving dates from c.1125, and shows two women holding a cross, possibly representing the 'Invention of 

the True Cross'. The Norman and medieval church was built in stone with a nave, chancel, a north chapel, 

a north porch, and with a later mortuary chapel for the Eyre family to the south. There was a small 

weather boarded west belfry. According to church records the first known Rector was Thomas de 

Grynsted appointed Rector in 1310. 

 

On 11th January 1689 there was a violent storm that blew down a great elm tree which fell on the nave 

and chancel, destroying much of the roof. The cost of repairs was £33 for the nave and £3.10.0d for the 

chancel, although the wood from the tree was sold for £10. A hole made in the north wall, to the east of 

the porch, was made into a window and the church was re-opened on 8th June.  

 

Being close to the New Forest, Landford was frequented by gypsies, particularly the Stanley family, and a 

Queen of the Stanley tribe is buried in the churchyard. Mary Stanley died in 1797, aged 60, and her 

headstone can still be seen there. 

 

Tithes were originally paid as one tenth of the produce of the land (crops, eggs, cattle, timber, fishing, 

etc.) to the Rector as alms and for payment for his services. The tithes were often stored in a tithe barn 

attached to the parish. The Tithe Commutation Act of 1836 was an Act of the Parliament of the United 

Kingdom with the long title "An Act for the Commutation of Tithes in England and Wales". It replaced 

the ancient system of payment of tithes in kind with monetary payments. It is especially noted for the 

tithe maps which were produced as a side effect of the valuation process which the change entailed. 

 

Following a detailed survey of the parish, an agreement was drawn up between the major land owners on 

the one part and the Rev Henry Girdlestone of the other part, being the Rector at the time. The agreement 

is dated 16
th

 October 1838 and states that the annual sum of £220 by way of rent charge shall be paid to 

the Rector and his successors instead of all tithes. This sum included £10 rent charge in place of the tithes 

due on glebe land. At the time of this assessment, the church owned some 59 acres of land, of which 

almost 44 acres were glebe land and the Rector occupied some 5 acres of that, which included the church 

and churchyard, Rectory and gardens, and a small amount of arable and pasture for his own use. 

 

It is interesting to note that Kelly’s Directory for 1915 notes that the living is a rectory, with a net yearly 

value of £165, a residence and 7 acres of glebe land. The similar entry for 1923 states that the living is a 

rectory, with a net yearly value of £284, a residence and 5½ acres of glebe land. 

 

The Kelly's Directory of Wiltshire for 1855 states that “The church of St. Andrew 

presents nothing worthy of notice” (photo c.1845) and in 1856 the church was so 

dilapidated that the Vestry meeting decided that it was past repair. Subscriptions 

were started to build a new church on the site with Countess Nelson giving 

£1,000 and the Rev. Henry Girdlestone giving £100. The architect was William 

Butterfield and the builder John Crook of Whiteparish. The church was almost 

entirely rebuilt at a cost of £1,490 with beams from the earlier church being used 

for woodwork in the porch. The new church had a nave, chancel, south transept, 
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vestry, a south chapel containing monuments from the old church, the font from the old church having 

been presented thereto by the Eyre family and a porch and a bell turret with 3 bells. The East Window 

was presented to the Church in memory of Mrs. Webb (Northlands) and the South Window in the 

Chancel was dedicated to the memory of two sons and a daughter of the Revd. H. Girdlestone. The 

church was consecrated on 7th October 1858.  

 

At the same time it was realized that the churchyard required more ground for the purposes of burials and 

the Dowager Countess Nelson granted a portion of ground from the adjoining field, which was added to 

the existing churchyard. The new ground was consecrated in 1859 by Bishop Hamilton.  

 

In 1872 after the death of the Revd H. 

Girdlestone, the two windows at the West 

End were filled with stained glass and 

dedicated to the memory of Henry 

Girdlestone, (for thirty eight years Rector 

of the Parish) and Elizabeth his wife, by 

their surviving children. In 1879 the 

Reredos, of foreign marbles [dauquedoc], 

Italian Dove and Sicilian, with Derbyshire 

and Balsover stone, was erected from 

plans by W. Butterfield Esq., by the Earl 

Nelson and his brothers and sisters in 

memory of their mother Frances 

Elizabeth Countess Nelson who died in 1878. Also the window in the transept was filled with stained 

glass, by the tenants on her Ladyship’s Estates – while the small window at the south west end of the 

Church was presented to the Rector by the firm of Lavers, Barrand and Westlake, who had furnished all 

the stained glass for the church. 

 

In 1882 the building was enlarged by raising the roof of the vestry and creating a north transept. The 

existing Vestry was enlarged to form an organ chamber, and a new vestry built to the east, all under the 

direction of W. Butterfield Esq., while a new organ was built by Messrs. Bevington & Sons of Soho, 

London, at a cost of £240. On the 31st August 1882 the instrument was dedicated to the Glory of God. By 

1927 there were 6 tubular bells in the turret. The parish registers from 1671, other than those in current 

use, are held in the Wiltshire and Swindon Record Office.  

 

In 1918 the old organ was sold and a new organ – by Messrs.Bishop & Son – was installed, the gift of Sir 

Frederick Preston K.B.E. The Bishop (Dr. F.E. Ridgway) came to dedicate it in October of that year. The 

new organ cost £350 off set by the sale of the old organ for £40. 

 

In 1930 Sir Fredrick Preston bought the Advowson of Landford from Lord Nelson and that of Plaitford 

from Mr. A. Clough, thus becoming sole Patron of the united Benefice. 

 

The question of providing additional Burial ground was again raised in 1931. The Rector made a very 

strong attempt to induce Sir Frederick Preston to add a piece of ground which would form an extension of 

the existing churchyard. Sir Frederick did all that he felt able, but reluctantly felt obliged to point out that 

anything more than a very small strip would interfere with the amenities of the manor. After looking into 
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the matter it was found that the cost of brick walling the enclosure, felling trees etc. would be too great to 

justify so small and temporary an enlargement. 

 

At the Easter Parochial Church meeting, Sir Frederick Preston made another offer of a much larger plot of 

land (half an acre) on the opposite side of the lane. This was gratefully accepted. A small council was 

elected to deal with the matter and steps were taken to have the land transferred to the Ecclesiastical 

Commissioners. On 10 Oct 1931 the deed (a copy of which is preserved in the Church records) conveying 

this Land was signed by the donor Sir Frederick Preston, and by the Rector, Colonel G.G. Lethbridge (of 

Brooklands) and Mr. W. Hatch (people’s churchwarden), representing the Landford Parochial Church 

Council. 

 

The Rectory House 

 

The first account of the existence of a Parsonage House is found in a “terrier” signed by Charles Luke, 

Rector in the year 1677 where it is described as consisting of “three low rooms, and three upper 

chambers, one “studdy”(sic) one cellar, one porch, one toall house”. Also on the premises were “one 

barne, one stable and two skillings
1
”. 

 

In 1755 when the Rev Robert Eyre was Rector, the house was considerably enlarged, several “lower 

rooms” and “upper chambers” being added, but in 1865 the front wall of the added portion of the house 

began to settle “outwards” and buttresses were built to support it. And in the year 1871 Wm. Butterfield 

Esq. architect, having thoroughly examined the building, while anxious to retain some portion of the old 

house, was reluctantly compelled to advise that an entirely new Rectory House should be built.  

 

He prepared the plans and the present Rectory House was built, about 30 yards north of the site of the 

former house. Mr. William Crook, Builder of Whiteparish undertook to carry out Mr. Butterfield’s 

designs for the sum of £1,350. The new Rectory was completed in October 1872. 

 

The house consisted of an entrance hall, study, drawing room and dining rooms, six bedrooms, kitchen 

and back kitchen with larder dairy, coal cellar and good beer and wine cellars. “The Barnes” and two 

skillings had been removed by the Revd H. Girdlestone. A stable with coach house was built in 1865 for 

the sum of £120. 

 

The Rectory remained more or less as it was built until 1946 when the new Rector H.M. Davies was 

appointed to the benefice. Before he took up residence, the hot and cold water and the electric lighting 

systems were installed. The whole of the cost was met by Sir Frederick Preston. Mains water was 

connected to the Rectory in 1953. The internal facilities were further improved in 1954 and 1959 

 

The south west corner of the Rectory was showing serious signs of subsidence and needed shoring up, 

and so in July 1964 some 22tons of concrete were inserted under the corner of the building. 

 

Following the appointment of a new Rector (Rev Paul Bunday) in 1966, the Rectory once more 

underwent further modernisation and redecoration lasting four and a half months and costing £3,500. The 

                                                 
1Skilling – A bay or lean-to added to a barn. See “1844, James Atkinson, An Account of the State of Agriculture and Grazing in New South Wales. The barn 

may be built with lean-to's or skillings all round. Can also be a small addition to a cottage, usually in the form of a lean-to. 
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only structural changes were a redesigned kitchen, new bathroom and the old coal house converted to a 

patio with partially enclosed roof. Electric night storage heaters were installed. 

 

In 1976 the Rev Bunday was appointed to another benefice and it was confirmed that the Rev Elliot, vicar 

of Bramshaw, would become the priest-in-charge of the benefice of Landford and Plaitford. Subsequently 

the Rectory was later sold for £33,000. 

 

 

Section 2 – Rectors & Curates of Landford 
 

Dates Name Comment 

1310 Thomas de Grynstede Rector 

1313 Stephanus de Deone Rector 

1340 Robertus Cressdyn Rector 

1341 John White Rector 

1376 John Stephens Rector 

1386 William Dunbar Rector 

1389 William Coke Rector 

1404 John Abingdon Rector 

1404 Richard Tudelwyn Rector 

1432 John Coke Rector 

1437 Ricardus Coke Rector 

1439 Henricus Duke Rector 

1451 Thomas Bayley Rector 

1456 Henry Prater Rector 

1461 William Reedstone Rector 

1469 John Ferrant Rector 

1481 Richard Short Rector 

1485 William Coter Rector 

1509 John Blase Rector 

1512 William Sanwich Rector 

1519-1540 Henry Snape Rector who died in office, 24/07/1540 

1540-1550 Robert Linsey Rector 24/07/1540  to 16/09/1550 

1550-1553  Postion vacant. 

1553-1554 William Baker, MA Rector 13/04/1553 to 09/05/1554 

1554-1584 William Marks Rector 09/05/1554 to 27/02/1584 

1578 John Kelso Stipendiary from 18/01/1578 

1584-1591 William Hotchin, MA Rector 27/02/1584 to 15/02/1591 

1590-1613 William Heath Deacon 20/05/1582, Priest 02/11/1582, Stipendiary Landford  08/01/1590 to 

20/01/1591, 

Rector 07/03/1591 to 29/05/1613. 

1623-1671 William Ringe, MA Deacon 21/12/1622, Priest 21/13/1623, Curate of Steeple Ashton with 

Semington 21/12/1622, Rector  of Landford 10/11/1623 to 02/01/1671 

1671-1683 Carolus Luke Schoolmaster 20/08/1664 to 30/06/1671, 

Ordained Priest 25/09/1665, 

Rector 02/01/1671 to 26/04/1683. Died in office. 

1683-1698 John Redman Priest 21/02/1663, Rector 26/04/1683 to 20/03/1698,  died in office. 

1698-1706 John Thorpe, MA Deacon 20/09/1696, Priest 20/03/1698, Rector of Landford 20/03/1698 to 

19/02/1706. Died as Rector of Pewsey on 12/06/1729. 

1706-1724 Francis Wallace, BA Deacon 20/09/1702, Curate at West Tytherley 20/09/1703, Rector of 

Landford 1706 to 1724, died in office. 

1724-1754 John Knewstubb, MA Deacon 01/03/1724, Priest 08/03/1724, Rector 12/03/1724 to 16/12/1754. 

1754-1762 Robert Eyre, BD Rector 16/12/1754 to 20/12/1762. Died in office. 



A History of Landford in Wiltshire 
 

Part 8 – Church of St Andrew & the Rectory 
 

 
John Martin (Jan 2019)                                                                                                                                  Page 7 of 15 

 

1762-1778 John Townsend, MA Rector 20/12/1762 to 03/11/1778 

1778-1798 Henry Eyre, MA Deacon 20/09/1777, Priest 01/11/1778, Rector of Landford 03/11/1778 to 

17/9/1798, Rector of Buckworth 12/11/1778 to 23/9/1798, Chaplain to John 

Howe, 4
th

 Baron Chedworth (13/07/1785), Rector of Morbone 16/09/1785 

until his death on 17/9/1798. 

1798-1800 Richard William 

Watkins, MA 

Deacon 18/10/1792, Priest 21/09/1794, Rector 17/11/1798 to 07/03/1800. 

1800-1833 John White Deacon 14/06/1778, Priest 21/11/1779, Rector from 07/03/1800 to 

13/01/1833. 

1801 Charles Wapshare, BA Deacon 04/10/1801, Curate of Landford 04/10/1801, Priest 20/12/1801, 

Vicar of Kilmersdon 30/04/1806 to 04/12//1806, Curate of Potterne 

22/05/1806 and Rector of East Hendred 17/10/1806 until he died in 1858. 

1807 William Sandford 

Wapshare 

Deacon 09/08/1807, Priest 21/08/1808, Curate of Landford 09/08/1809, 

Perpetual Curate at St Thomas, Salisbury 07/09/1814 to 05/01/1822, then 

Vicar at St Mary, Chitterne in 21/03/1817, died 29/12/1821. 

1813-1814 Thomas Penton Curate at East Wellow 24/09/1797, Curate at Landford 16/08/1813, 

Stipendiary Curate at Landford 13/09/1814, Donative at North Baddesley 

19/05/1824, ? at East Wellow 07/08/1829, Vicar at Nether Wallop 

07/08/1829 to 06/07/1834, died in office. 

1828 George Frederick 

Everett, MA 

Deacon 22/12/1816, Stipendiary Curate at St Thomas, Salisbury 23/12/1816, 

Priest 16/11/1817, Stipendiary Curate at Landford 01/07/1828, Stipendiary 

Curate at Chiddinglfold 22/10/1833, Stipendiary Curate at Everleigh 

11/10/1834.  

1833-1871 Henry Girdlestone, BA Rector from 1833 until 1871. 

1858-1884 Francis Girdlestone Curate from 1858 to 1871, then Rector until 1884 

1885 William M. Dewé  

1910 John Shelly, MA  

1917 Herbert .Montague 

Davies, MA 

 

1946-1952 W. Walters  

1952-1965 S.B. Freeman  

1966-1976 Paul Bunday Rector of Landford with Plaitford . In 1976  Team Rector of  Radipole & 

Melcombe Regis, Weymouth 

1977-1981 W.H.V. Elliot Vicar of Bramshaw and Priest-in-charge of Landford with Plaitford. In 1981 

moved to Mere. 

1981 Harry Chant Priest-in-charge of Bramshaw,  and Landford with Plaitford.  

1988 Derek Clacey  

2003 David Bacon  
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Section 3 - Associated Personalities 
 

William Butterfield, Architect (1814-1900) - born in London on 7 September 1814 and died in London 

on 23 February 1900. He was the eldest son of a large family including nine children but had an elder 

sister, Anne, of whom he was very fond and remaining as he did a lifelong bachelor, it was her family 

who provided him with a stable family environment. He was educated at a local school. 

 

At the age of 16 he was apprenticed to Thomas Arber, a builder in Pimlico who later became bankrupt. 

He studied architecture under E. L. Blackburne (1833–1836). From 1838 to 1839 he was an assistant to 

Harvey Eginton, an architect in Worcester, where he became articled. A lot of Butterfield's free time was 

spent in exploring the countryside around Worcester and in particular, drawing mediaeval buildings, 

intact or ruined. He established his own architectural practice at Lincoln's Inn 

Fields in 1840. Butterfield received the RIBA Gold Medal in 1884. 

 

Butterfield was a tall man of spare build with grey hair and side-whiskers, 

who wore steel-rimmed spectacles. There is only one known drawing of him, 

probably because he disliked publicity so much or any hint of personal 

vanity. He always wore a black frock coat, grey waistcoat and trousers, a 

white shirt with a high collar and loosely-tied, black bow and well-polished 

black shoes. By the end of his life, this way of dress had become very old-

fashioned. 

 

From 1842 Butterfield was involved with the Cambridge Camden Society, 

later The Ecclesiological Society. He contributed designs to the Society's journal, The Ecclesiologist. His 

involvement influenced his architectural style. He also drew religious inspiration from the Oxford 

Movement and as such, he was very high church despite his non-conformist upbringing. He was a Gothic 

revival architect, and as such he reinterpreted the original Gothic style in Victorian terms. Many of his 

buildings were for religious use, although he also designed for colleges and 

schools. Butterfield designed nearly 100 churches noted for their liturgical 

correctness, worked in a highly original astringent manner using brick and 

roughly sawed timber. Butterfield’s “structural polychromy” became the 

fashion of the late Victorian period. His most ornate church is All Saints 

(1849–59), Margaret Street, London. Other works include St. Augustine 

(1891–92), Bournemouth and one of his few secular works Keble College, 

Oxford, mostly completed by 1876. 

 

Butterfield disliked and shunned publicity. As a man he was immensely 

reserved with few friends but a devoted family. His life revolved around his 

faith and his work. He was an egalitarian and believed there should be no 

social distinctions within the Church and campaigned to get rid of the 

system of rented pews then prevalent in the Church of England. 

Acquaintances, colleagues and patrons described him as unfailingly mild-

mannered and courteous, but from his surviving correspondence there is evidence of sometimes volcanic 

outbursts of anger, usually directed at incompetent builders or irregularities in Church practices or the 

steadily declining moral standards which he saw around him. 
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He was a master of his materials and delighted in using brick, but he also had a 

great feeling for wood which went back to the work of the mediaeval church 

craftsmen, and he was a skilled metal-worker. He designed stained-glass 

windows and wall-paintings of glowing colours, tiled floors of intricate 

patterns and unexpectedly humorous individual design, exquisite sacred vessels 

and candlesticks, crosses and altar-frontals so that all was in harmony within 

his churches. But he was a very practical architect, too, paying equally close 

attention to the design of light-fittings and heating arrangements. His preferred 

design was a low-backed straight pew which provided good support but not too 

much comfort, and a kneeling board about three and a half inches wide, to 

concentrate the mind. 

 

William Butterfield died on 23 February 1900 and was buried in the churchyard of All Saints, Tottenham, 

where a close friend of his was the incumbent, and where his beloved sister Ann was buried some nine 

years before. His obituarists universally praised his genius and originality and his skill as a craftsman. It 

seems a shame that a man who so influenced architecture throughout the Victorian era is so little 

remembered. 

 

 

Rev John Thorpe, MA (1674-1729) – Rector of St Andrew’s Church, Landford, from 1698 to 1706. 

 

John Thorpe was ordained in 1696 and became the Rector of Landford from 1698 until 1706, whence he 

then moved to become the Rector of Pewsey, a post he held until his death on 12 Jun 1729. 

 

He married Sarah Hungerford who was heir to her brother’s estates. They had one son, also named John, 

and he occupied Embley manor. This John of Embley had a daughter and heiress named Frances who in 

1783 married Sir William Heathcote, Bt of Hursley Lodge, Hursley. Sir William Heathcote (1746-1819) 

and his wife bought the other moiety of Embley Manor from William Wyndham. This is the same Sir 

William that purchased Breach House in 1776, pulled most of it down and then built Landford Lodge in 

the style of Hursley Lodge. He sold that in 1787, the same year that his father died and Sir William 

inherited the title and estate at Hursley. (See Part 4 - History of Landford Lodge). 

 

 

Rev John Knewstub (1687-1754) - Rector of St Andrew’s Church, Landford from 1724-1754.   

 

His full and original name was Johannes Knewstub, born in 1687 in Middx. He was educated at St John’s 

College, Cambridge where he attained his MA. He also held the position of Clerk between 1745 and 1750 

and his name appears on several legal documents, usually dealing with the transfer of property.  

 

 

Rev Robert Eyre (1718-1762)  – Rector of St Andrew’s Church, Landford from 1755-1762. Primarily 

responsible for the enlargement of the first Rectory. 

 

He was born in 1718 and died on 29 Sep 1762, the son of Giles Eyre (1673-1739) of Ashley House. He 

married Jane Eyre (1721-1755) the daughter of John Eyre (1693-1725) of Landford about 1750. They had 

a son also named Robert (1755-1795).  
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The Rev Robert Eyre possessed a theological library of some 200 volumes including the works of 

Lancelot Andrewes (scholar, served successively as Bishop of Chichester (1605), Ely (1609) and 

Winchester (1617)), Edward Stillingfleet (theologian, Bishop of Worcester in 1689), Gilbert Burnet 

(Scottish theologian and historian, and Bishop of Salisbury in 1689), and other Divines of their period. In 

the Will of Lady Nelson, these volumes were passed to her nephew, the Rev Francis G. Girdlestone, as 

Rector of Landford and to his successors. [These were stored in packing cases] 

 

In 1925 the Rector (Rev H.M.Davies) after consulting Lord Nelson and others, applied to the Charity 

Commissioners for permission to sell the old theological library in order that the interest to be derived 

from the sum realised, might be devoted by him and his Successors for the purchase of modern 

theological works. The Charity Commissioners discovered that the terms of the bequest were not 

altogether clear and accordingly declined to commit themselves in the matter. 

 

Correspondence began in October 1958 regarding the possession, and subsequent sale of the library and 

in July 1964 the Parochial Church Council received a cheque for £83.7s.6d from Mr. P.B. Williamson, 

the solicitor administering the estate of the late Mr. Douglas Eyre.  This represented the proceeds of the 

sale of the Theological Library formed by the Rev. Robert Eyre – stored for many years in packing cases 

in the Parish Room.  45 books were purchased by the British Museum to replace their former copies that 

were destroyed in the 1939-45 war.  The inventory of the library, and relevant correspondence are held in 

the Parish Room. 

 

Rev Henry Eyre (1755-1798) – He was Rector of St Andrew’s Church, Landford from 1778-1798. The 

second son of John Eyre (1722-1799) of Landford and Elizabeth Eyre, daughter of Giles Eyre of Ashley 

House. His elder brother was John Maurice Eyre of Brickworth and Landford. 

 

His first wife was Sarah (neé Penrose), which was her third marriage. Married on 15 October 1783 at St 

Martin’s Church in Salisbury (in which parish she was living). Sarah bore Henry his first son, also named 

Henry on 2 September 1784, who was baptised in Landford on 13 October that year. A second son John 

died young whilst at Harrow School. Sarah died the following July, (she was only 33) and was buried on 

30 July 1785 in the chancel of Landford church. Their son Henry (of Botley Grange) later placed a 

monument to her memory there, which still survives. 

 

Sarah does not mention her son Henry in her will when she wrote it in April 1785. She appoints as 

guardians for Lucy Anne, her husband Henry and her brother in law James Pettit Andrews, and makes 

Lucy her residual legatee. No guardians are appointed for her elder son by a previous marriage, John 

Enys, so it is probable that he was already a ward of Chancery.  

 

Rev Henry Eyre remarried in November 1786 Miss Frances Pettiward, the second daughter of the late 

Roger Pettiward DD of Putney, by whom they had two sons (George, RN and Charles) and two daughters 

(Frances and Caroline). 
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The Wapshare Family 

 

Charles William Wapshare (1750-1784) Father of Charles and William Sandford Wapshare. 

 

His father William Wapshare married Elizabeth Dench at East Wellow in 1746. They were the owners of 

Dunwood Manor. (Now a retirement home). Their first and only child was Charles, born on 21 Jun 1750. 

In 1763 they were living in The Close of Salisbury Cathedral at the house next to St. Ann’s Gate now 

called Malmesbury House. (A house where King Charles I had sought refuge some years before). 

Elizabeth died in 1771 when her son Charles was just 21. 

 

In 1774 Charles married Mary Sandford, the daughter of Nathanial Sandford, vicar of Purton and 

Chicklade, Wiltshire. Mary’s mother had died in the year she was born and most of Mary’s seven children 

were to follow academic and religious vocations. With a growing family in 1779 William took a lifetime 

lease on Symonsbury Place which had been left to Wadham Wyndham. This was a larger house, formerly 

a residentiary cannonry built in 1660 which gave William space from the household of Charles and Mary.  

 

William and Charles were both Lawyers and seem to have made good living from the controversial 

Enclosures Act. At the Grateley Enclosures in 1778 they set up a sales meeting at The Star and Garter in 

Andover on behalf of the government to dispose of land that previously had been common. Their 

residence in the Close was only a stone’s throw from New Street where several Lawyers Chambers still 

exist. William enjoyed an extensive career. 

 

In 1784 Charles died in Avignon, cause unknown. Charles’ remains were brought back to Salisbury and 

are buried in the north transept of the Cathedral. His father, William, must have been totally devastated 

and he died a few months later in May 1785. In ten years of marriage, Mary had seven children, namely –  

 

s. Charles (1775-1758)   lived to be 82. (See below)  

d. Mary   b.1777  lived to 47  

d. Emma Elizabeth  b. 1778  death unknown 

s. Peter Benson  b. 1780   died aged 12  

d. Frances Charlotte  b. 1781  lived to 70 

s. William Sandford  b. 1783 lived to 38. (See below)  

s. James   b. 1784 lived to be 90. 

 

 

Charles Wapshare ( 1775-1858) – Curate of St Andrew’s Church, Landford from 1801 to 1806. 

 

Charles was born on the 11 Sep 1775 and was baptized in the Cathedral on 20 Nov 1775, the first son of 

Charles Willaim Wapshare and Mary Sandford. His father was a lawyer living at Malmesbury House in 

the Close, Salisbury. Charles’ father and grandfather both died when he was nine but his grandfather had 

made provision for the boys to be educated and he graduated BA and LLB, Oxford, Clerk. His 

grandfather willed that Dunwood Manor would become his at the age of 21.  

 

Charles was ordained in 1801 and held the position of Curate of Landford. In 1802 Charles married Ann 

Dyneley of Bloomsbury Square, London, the daughter of Robert Dyneley and Barbara Birt, and they had 

two daughters, Mary Anne in 1804 and another Emma Barbara in 1806. Both of these were to die in their 

late twenties and before their parents. 
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Charles appears to have held several positions in the church at the same time. Besides Curate of Landford 

between 1801 and 1806 he became the Vicar of Kilmersdon from April to December 1806, Curate of 

Potterne in May 1806 and Rector of East Hendred, Berkshire, in October 1806 until he died in 1858. At 

which he employed curates to officiate in his absence, preferring to live at the rectory in East Hendred. 

 

The Enclosure Act was still in progress and on 16 Sep 1808 at Alfred’s Head Inn at Wantage, Charles 

was allocated 1.83 acres of land in the distribution for the Hamlet of East Hendred and the Parish of 

Ardington. 

 

There were two more daughters; Jane was born in 1810 and lived to be almost 90 and Charlotte in 1812 

who died at birth soon after her mother’s 40th birthday.  

 

The family were looking after William Henry, the orphaned son of William Sandford (See below) and on 

2 Feb 1831 Charles paid the £200 bond that was required for William Henry to enter the military 

seminary of Addiscombe in Croydon before his move to India. 

 

In the winter of 1832/33 tragedy struck and daughters Mary and Emma both died, and then in 1839 his 

wife Ann died leaving Charles alone in his church. Charles lived on to be almost 84 and died on 22 Aug 

1858. 

 

 

William Sandford Wapshare (1783-1821) – Curate of St Andrew’s Church, Landford from 1807 to 

1814. 

 

Born 5 Feb 1783 and Christened in Salisbury Cathedral on 1 Oct 1784, he matriculated at Easter 1806 

and went on for his LLB in 1812 (Cambridge University Alumni). He was ordained on 9 Aug 1807 at 

Salisbury Cathedral (see Wren House), became Curate of Landford on 9 Aug 1809, Perpetual Curate at St 

Thomas, Salisbury from 7 Sep 1814 to 5 Jan 1817 and Vicar of St Mary, Chitterne on 21 Mar 1817. He 

died on 29 Dec 1821. 

 

He married Cooth Anna Austen from Ensbury, Dorset on 2 Nov 1813. The children of this marriage were 

as follows. 

 

s. William Henry  b. 10 Mar 1814 

s. Charles John  b. 1815  died aged 20 

d. Mary   b. 1817  died before she was 35 

d. Anna   b. 1818  died aged 25 

d. Catherine Eleanor b. 1819 

d. Frances 

 

His obituary in the Salisbury and Winchester Journal on Monday 26 Nov 1821 reads “On Monday last, 

died, after a long illness. Lamented by all who knew him. Aged 38, the Rev William Sandford Wapshare, 

Vicar of Chitterne St Mary’s in this county, and Perpetual Curate of St Thomas’ in this city”. 

 

His wife Cooth Anna died in Dec 1824 leaving the 10 year old William Henry and the other five children 

to be looked after by his sister Frances Charlotte Wapshare and his brother Charles who would look after 
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their finances. So Frances Charlotte took on all six children and proceeded to bring them up. She never 

married but went to live at Bishopstrow which is the next village to Chitterne. 

 

 

Rev Henry Girdlestone (1785-1871) – Rector of St Andrew’s Church, Landford from 1833 to 1871, 

whence he resigned due to ill health and was succeeded by his youngest son Francis Gurney Girdlestone 

(1833-1884). 

 

He was born on 11 September 1785 (baptised 13 Sep 1785) at Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk. His parents 

were Henry John Girdlestone who married Ann Bolton on 26 Oct 1784. He was initially admitted into 

Trinity College, Cambridge on 3 Jul 1804 and then migrated to St Catharine’s on 7 Apr 1807. He gained 

his B.A. in 1809. He was ordained deacon at Norwich in 1808 and priest on 21 Jun 1812. He was Rector 

of Colton St Andrew, Norfolk from 1805-1871 and Rector of Landford from 1833-1871. Henry was the 

author of various sermons and religious tracts, including the The Hope of Israel in 1842. 

 

Henry married Elizabeth Anne Bolton (his first cousin) at St Andrew’s, West Bradenham and they had 

thirteen children who were all born in Norfolk. He died on 1 February 1871 at the Rectory, Landford. 

More details regarding the children of this marriage are given in Appendix 1 – Families associated with 

Landford. 

 

In the 1841 Census, six of the children, a relative, plus four servants were living at Landford Rectory. It 

was decided to build a new school in 1841 and Henry became an ex officio trustee. Their eldest son 

Henry was by then a qualified Surgeon and later emigrated to Australia. The 1851 Census records that 

only the daughter Elizabeth was still living at home and they had two servants. Son William Bolton and 

his wife were also staying there, William now a qualified Solicitor and Attorney. In the 1861 Census, the 

Rev Henry Girdlestone was by then a widower, and his daughter Elizabeth and son Francis were both 

unmarried and living with their father with three servants. 

 

In 1872 after his death, the two windows at the West End of the new church were filled with stained glass 

and dedicated to the memory of Henry Girdlestone, for thirty eight years Rector of the Parish and 

Elizabeth his wife, paid for by their surviving children. 

 

Rev Francis Gurney Girdlestone (1833-1884) – Rector of St Andrew’s Church, Landford from 1871 to 

1884. 

 

Born 1833 in Earlham, Norfolk. He attended the Rossall school until 1846, matriculated in 1852, and was 

admitted to Jesus College, Cambridge on 17 May 1852, whence he achieved his B.A. in 1856. He was 

ordained a deacon at Norwich in 1857, priest in 1858, and became the Curate of Overstrand, Norfolk for 

1857-1858. He then became the Curate at Landford from 1858 until the death of his father in 1871, then 

Rector of Landford until his death in 1884. 

 

He remained unmarried and died on 28
th

 November 1884 at the age of 51 years. In 1858 his father the 

Rector being then in his 74th year and in ill health, requested Francis to take charge of the Parish and he 

was licensed as “Curate” to the Parish. After 13 years curate in charge, he became Rector in April 1871. 

 

In the 1871 Census, Francis was then head of the household. His unmarried sister Elizabeth was still at 

the Rectory and his brother Henry (the Surgeon) and a niece Fenella were staying with them. They also 
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had two servants. The 1881 Census records that the Rectory was occupied by just Francis and his sister 

Elizabeth along with two servants. 

 

The old Rectory was considered structurally unsafe and a new Rectory was completed in 1872 costing 

£1,350, to which the Rector contributed £303 and his aunt Lady Nelson contributed £500. 
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