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This history of the Landford Wood Mission Hall has been compiled from various sources including the 

Internet. Not all sources are 100% reliable and subsequently this account may also perpetuate some of 

those errors. The information contained in this document is therefore for general information purposes 

only. Whilst I have tried to ensure that the information given is correct, I cannot guaranty the accuracy or 

reliability of the sources used or the information contained in this document. 
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Section 1 - The history of Landford Wood Mission Hall 
 

The Landford Wood Mission Hall is located in Landford Wood, Landford. The Hall is mainly of wooden 

construction standing on six or seven courses of brick above ground level, including the porch, with wood 

framed leaded light windows. The interior has a light appearance due to its light varnished match-

boarding with a felt under-lining. Supporting the roof are some elliptical arches of Oregon pine. 

Originally the Hall was roofed with Cedar wood shingles, but in 

the 1950’s it was reroofed with clay tiles. The roof has two dormer 

windows on either side to provide daylight to the interior. Perched 

on the roof is a simple bell tower that was added for decorative 

purposes. 

 

The building sits back in its plot and is bounded by well-kept 

hedges. 

 

The Landford Wood Society was established in 1889 by Mr Gosteloe, a colporteur
1
 retained by Louisa, 

Lady Ashburton of Melchet Court, and by Mr Francis James Mowlem, master of Sherfield English 

School, which Lady Ashburton founded in 1874 and financially supported. [At that time it was known as 

the Melchet Court School after her place of residence.]  

 

Mr John Reynolds of Landford Wood Farm provided the society with a venue for its meetings during the 

first ten years, but the meeting outgrew the room and a hall was built in Landford Wood, on the estate of 

Lady Ashburton. The hall was erected using timber from the Melchett Estate, to a design by Messrs. 

Rawlence & Squarey of Rollestone Street, Salisbury and built by Mr Reuben Moody of Landford. It cost 

approximately £300. The involvement of Reuben Moody in the construction work is the first indication of 

a close association that existed between the Mission Hall and Landford Methodist Church. Mr Moody 

was the Society Steward and Sunday School Superintendant as well as a local preacher on the Romsey 

Primitive Methodist plan. The hall was opened on 8th June 1899. 

 

An incomplete set of accounts and diary for the years 1899 to 1903 have survived to illustrate the 

Mission’s activities. Tea meetings with 3 or 4 speakers seem to have been regular functions together with 

shows of lantern slides. Harvest Festival appears to have been the principal event of the year. On the 

occasion of 22
nd

 July 1903 two of the speakers were Reuben Moody (sub-postmaster of Latchmore 

Cottage) and John Moody (of Whitehouse Farm) from the church and other preachers on the Romsey 

Primitive Methodist plan, underlining the close association between the Mission and the Methodist 

Church. 

 

In the year 1904 Mr. Charles Hiscock became a member of the society, serving as superintendant for 

many years, and his family has continued to play a leading role in the succeeding period. Mr. Hiscock 

was also involved in the work of Landford Methodist Church, both as preacher and trustee. By the mid-

20th century the meeting had become a Free Evangelical Mission. 

 

The Mission became independent of the Methodist Church during the inter-war years and the Hall was 

licensed for the solemnization of matrimony in 1936. The Golden Jubilee of the opening of the building 

was celebrated in 1949 with two public meetings and a tea. The Mission Hall pursued its evangelistic 

                                                 
1
 Colporteur - a travelling distributor or seller of Bibles, religious tracts, etc. 
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work through the 1960s and 1970s with the monthly Turn to Christ rallies at the Landford WI Hut and 

remains active today as a worshipping community devoted to the proclamation of the gospel. 

 

 

Section 2 – Family connections with the Mission Hall 
 

William Bingham [Baring], 2nd Baron Ashburton, PC - (1799 - 1864). Politician and financier of 

enormous wealth, Conservative MP from 1826 to 1848, patron of the arts, Fellow of the Royal Society 

and trustee of the National Gallery. A great and valued friend of Thomas Carlyle. His first marriage to 

Lady Harriet Montagu aroused the ardent attention of Carlyle and the jealousy of his wife Jane Welsh 

Carlyle. 

 

Lady Louisa Ashburton (1827-1903) – Born Louisa Caroline Stewart Mackenzie on 5 May 1827 and 

died 2 Feb 1903. She was the 3rd daughter of the Rt Hon James Alexander Stewart later Stewart 

Mackenzie, Governor of Ceylon. She inherited the Mackenzie estate of nearly 30,000 acres in county 

Ross.  

 

At eighteen years of age, Louisa Stewart-Mackenzie was tall, with a superb posture; her brilliant dark 

eyes beneath firm brows were an inheritance from her Portuguese Sephardi paternal grandmother. Yet, 

despite her attractions, a streak of pushiness, of ambition, was all too apparent; her emotions were 

uncontrolled, her capriciousness uncircumscribed, her restlessness inexhaustible. She was romantically 

inclined, and a readiness to fall in love flourished in conjunction with her eagerness for marriage. 

 

Louisa Caroline Stewart Mackenzie came from old Scottish families on both sides and was an intimate 

friend of many in the Carlyles’ higher social circle. A devotee of art, she rejected the attentions of Sir 

Edward Landseer in favour of Lord Ashburton, evidently proposed to Robert Browning and was a close 

friend of Florence Nightingale. She first visited the Ashburtons’ London residence (Bath House) with 

Mrs Anna Jameson in April 1853, met the Ashburtons three or four years later and within twenty months 

was married to the newly widowed Lord Ashburton.  

 

On 17 Nov 1858 she married William Bingham [Baring], 2nd Baron Ashburton, PC, which was his 

second marriage. Lord Ashburton died at The Grange, Hertfordshire, in March 1864, aged 64.  

 

This happy marriage, fulfilled by the birth of a daughter, ended on 23 March 1864 with Lord Ashburton's 

death and, with it, the surrendering of Bath House and The Grange, a great neo-classical house in 

Hampshire. Lady Ashburton subsequently had an intimate relationship with the sculptor Harriet Hosmer, 

an American sculptor and friend of the poet Robert Browning. For 25 years Hosmer was devoted to Lady 

Ashburton. 

 

Jane Welsh Carlyle (wife of Thomas Carlyle) wrote that she “never liked her as she was full of affectation 

and pretension”. To which Lord Ashburton had replied that “he would not have married again if he had 

not found another of the same high nature.” (Of his first wife that is.) That annoyed Jane Carlyle all the 

more. Lady Louisa was determined to be friends and won over the Carlyles soon after her wedding to 

Lord Ashburton. On Jane’s death in 1866, Lady Louisa offered to return to England to comfort her 

“nearest and best loved friend.” Lady Louisa was Thomas Carlyle’s hostess at Mentone, and there was 

some talk of her wishing to marry Carlyle, though she dismissed the idea later. 
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In her widowhood Lady Ashburton's manic collecting of magnificent paintings and modern sculpture 

gave an outlet for her ‘locomotive energy’. No inventory of her art collection has been found: when she 

died her finances were in chaos and nearly everything was sold. However, it is known that she had 

sketches by Rubens, possibly Veronese cartoons, a Mantegna, a Rossetti watercolour, several 

watercolours by W. L. Leitch, many works by Harriet Hosmer, Edward Lear, G. F. Watts, and 

Marochetti, three sketches by Titian, and several examples of old master drawings. These works were 

housed in her multiplying residences: Seaforth Lodge, Devon, completed at the end of 1864, was 

followed by palatial Melchet Court, Hampshire, started in 1863 and completed in 1879. Lady Ashburton 

used Melchet as one of her homes, which had a superb garden employing 28 gardeners. Her final project, 

Kent House, Knightsbridge, was completed about 1873. 

 

In later life Carlyle was her great new objective, a pursuit apprehensively accepted by the aged widower. 

The epic controversy regarding her marriage proposal, probably made in August 1869, to Robert 

Browning and her fury at his rejection remains unresolved, though quite in character with her ambitions. 

Extravagance and an ever-changing scene were the stimulants of Lady Ashburton's final years; when her 

energies for building and art collecting began to flag, she devoted herself to philanthropy. In the last 

fifteen years of her life the mission to seamen in Canning Town, together with the Ashburton Home of 

Rest, played the largest part, but she supported many other charitable causes, including the Tower 

Hamlets mission, the Metropolitan Tabernacle at Islington, the Metropolitan Drinking Fountain and 

Cattle Trough Association, and the Holy Trinity Mission Fund, Bethnal Green; advocacy for temperance 

was integral to all. Distressed by her daughter's early death in 1902, Lady Ashburton died of cancer at 

Kent House, Knightsbridge, on 2 February 1903, the ‘wandering meteor’ being laid to rest in the soil of a 

highland glen. 
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